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"jRj6. 24, 1866. The other day little Nieole Dolgorotiki came in to dinner with a pencil in his hand. The Princess said, ' Little hoys should not sit at dinner with pencils in their hands;' upon which the child of eight years old coolly replied, ' L'artiste no ({iiitte jainais son crayon/
"When the Mother and Lea were both ill last week, our Italian servants Clementina and (her daughter) Louisa groaned incessantly; and when Clementina was taken ill on the following night, Louisa, gave tip all hope at. once, and sent for her other children to take leave of her. This depression of spirits has gone on ever since Christmas, and it turns out now that they think a terrible omen has come to the house. No omen is worse than an upset of oil, but, if this occurs on Christmas Eve it is absolutely fatal, and on Christmas Eve my mother upset her little, table with the great moderator lamp upon it. The oil wa,s spilt all over her gown and the lamp broken to pieces on the ilnor, with great cries of *" () santissimo diavolo ! ' from the servants. 'Only one thing can save us now/ says Louisa; 'if Providence would mercifully permit that some out* should break a bottle of wine here by accident, that would bring back luck to the house, but nothing else can/
"The Borgheses have had a magnificent fancy ball* Young Kolognetti Cenei borrowed the armour of Julius II. from the Pope for the occasion, and young Corsini .that of Cardinal de Bourbon. The Duchess Fiano went in the costume of the first Empire, terribly improper in these days, and another lady went as a nymph just emerged from a fountain, and naturally clothed as little as possible*. The Princess Borghese1 was dreadfully shocked, but she only said,41 fear, Madame, that you must be feeling horribly cold.'
"When the French ambassador sent to the Pope to desire that he would send away the Court of Naples, the Pope said lie must decline to give up the* parental
1 Thdr&se de la Rochefoucauld, wife of Prince Marc-Antonio Borghese.